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Highland woman’s creations 1
“I was trying to find a
to hit Fashion Week run ay .

Italy for art classes and fell
in love with fashion design.”
The two aren’t that dif-

ferent.

“Art and science are so
related,” said Johnson, who
now lives in the Central
West End of St. Louis.

“l use a lot of that (engi-
neering) design aspect with
fashion,” she said. “T'm tak-
ing the science and giving it
a flair. I'm using my left
brain and my right brain. It's
really helpful in showing
what you want to get out
there.”

After a friend taught her
Literally, 20 peo to sew, her first piece was a
ind said. “Where did vou pair of pants.

pants?”" she said “Literally, 20 people
came up and said, ‘Where
did you get those pants?™
she said.
Bedoo o b Johnson started making

HIGHLAND FASH- May 1996 and began —— more pieces and_ge!lmg
IONISTA ashion 1, et okt Fadhion more feedback. She had her

{

making

first fashion show in St.
Louis in May 1 ind be-
‘ gan participating in St.
full-time Louis Fashion Week last
r last fall vear. Today will be her fifth
0OKS Tor matenal nrs runway show.
‘ Johnson became a full-
time designer last fall.
Johnson said she looks for
material first. “Fabric is real-
lv important to me,” she said.
“T'll travel to New York or
(Los Angeles) and comb the
fashion markets looking for
one perfect fabric. Every-
r kind of grows from

r Amy } 1 yvear. This 18 her
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Currently, she does spring
and fall lines, with skirts her

ggest sellers.

“I do everything — organ-
ic tees, coats, sweaters, dress-
es and skirts,” Johnson said.
“The more you do, the more
it grows.”

Johnson calls her compa-
ny r0ss Designs, named
for a figurative woman —

Dss — who follows her
heart in a world of chaos,
Johnson said, commenting
on the word play.

“Life is chaotic,” Johnson
said. “This is the calmness
within the chaos.”




